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THE CONCEPT

AN OPENED LETTER OF LOVE AND DEVOTION.
EVIDENCE TO SHAME, PUNISH AND EXCLUDE.
TRANSFORMED INTO A LETTER OF PRIDE, BEAUTY
AND HONOUR
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The Armed Forces dedicate their lives to service and country.
Signing an oath that ultimately transcends personal identity.
This memorial is a monumental, opened letter, skilfully
combining words taken from written evidence collected from
veterans personally affected by the military's historic LGBT+
ban, transforming it into a new unfolded page, symbolic

of the immense power of the written word.

Words can define identities, express bravery, and stand
witness to sacrifices, but when used to discriminate, can
devastate lives and end careers, We chose to take the
weapons of discrimination and reuse them as beacons
of hope, healing and reconciliation.
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Representation is essential when addressing the invisibility
and marginalisation of any community.

This memorial's abstract design allows for the representation of
diverse identities without formal labels. The unfolding of the form
symbolizes the re-imagining and re-telling of history.

This bronze letter, grounded on a formal landscape with hand
carved dedications to the three services, incorporates words

from evidence of exclusion and discrimination faced by LGBT
personnel, reclaiming love letters once weaponized against them.

Visitors can engage with the memorial, witness the past injustice
and reflect on the future. The design born from the community’s
desire for equality, diversity, and their utter commitment to service.
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A BATTLE FOR LOVE
INCLUSION RESPECT

A PLACE TO BELONG

A SAFE SPACE TO SHARE
TO REFLECT ON THE PAST
WITH PROMISE OF CHANGE
WITH HOPE AND WITH
STRENGTH FOR JUSTICE
AND UNDERSTANDING
ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL

OUR SERVICE AND SACRIFICE
COURAGE AND RESILIENCE
FOR DUTY AND HONOUR
TOGETHER WE STAND
TALL AND WITH PRIDE
WITHOUT FEAR & PAIN
REJECTING THE SHAME &
REJOICING IN SOLIDARITY
RENOUNCING PREJUDICE
EMBRACE OUR DIVERSITY
& FIGHT FOR OUR COUNTRY
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From conception to completion the Abraxas Academy

has proudly created the LGBT+ Armed Forces memorial.
Hand crafted in Naval bronze and standing almost 2.5m

tall, this stunning memorial stands as recognition to all LGBT+
past and serving veterans.

Standing on a base of British Yorkstone, with a hand carved
inscription, the memorial invites viewers to step inside, circle
around, and experience the changing shadows cast as the
light changes.
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THE TEAM

Charlotte Howarth
Lettering artist and carver

Kate Holmes
Sculptor and carver

James Spedding
Blacksmith and fabricator
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Nina Bilbey
Sculptor and carver

Sue Aperghis
Lettering Artist and carver

Roger Foyster
Blacksmith and fabricator
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ABRAXAS ACADEMY

www.abraxasacademy.co.uk
info@abraxasacademy.co.uk

O/550 042231
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